
West Dunbartonshire      

1. What plans, measures and strategy in place to help pupils ‘catch up’ 
following the impact of the pandemic on school education particularly 
on those moving from Primary 7 to high school: 
 
The Service has produced a framework to support the evaluation of impact of 
COVID on attainment, achievement and the poverty related attainment gap. 
Guidance has been issued to schools on the analysis and use of data to 
monitor impact of remote learning on attainment and targeting gaps in 
learning.  
 
Key areas of focus: 
Monitor and Evaluate Impact  
• Track and monitor engagement and progress of children and young 

people in BGE and Senior Phase 
• Analysis and use of data to monitor impact of remote learning on 

attainment   
• Identify clear areas of focus for accelerated recovery 
• Address barriers and challenges  
• Provide support through relevant interventions 
• Make direct contact with families and learners to improve engagement  

 
Data Driven Targeted Support ‘catch up’ 
• Tuition. Two Strands: one for BGE, one for Senior Phase 
• Focussed on where schools identify there are dips/gaps in key areas of 

learning 
• Targeted intensive individualised support for small groups (2-3 

children/young people) 
• Short regular sessions over a set period (20 - 30 minutes, 3 times a week 

for 6 - 10 weeks) 
• Schools submit funding bids for targeted ‘catch up’ provision   
• After school sessions; Saturday morning sessions; lunch time sessions; 

holiday sessions 
• Led by teachers, learning assistants, other support workers such as 

Community Learning and Development 
 

Primary 7 
• Curriculum review to support readiness for transition  
• Virtual School Tours  
• Transition Visits 
• Well Being Curriculum 
• Formative assessment tool to ensure any loss of learning addressed 
• Online remote Transition Project. Project focus - learning for sustainability. 

Integrated opportunity for P7 children in learning community schools to 
collaborate on projects 

 
 

 



2. Confirmation of how blended learning is being delivered in your Local 
Authority  
 
Our secondary schools have developed bespoke models of learning to suit 
individual schools. All are committed to achieving excellence and equity for 
our young people. This commitment underpins the approach to recovery 
planning with a continuing clear focus on supporting the wellbeing of our 
young people during this recovery period and phased return to in-school 
learning.  
 
A core set of principles are adopted for blended learning by all secondaries: 
 
Key Principles 
• Ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all members of our school 

community. 
• Maintaining 2 metre distancing between learners, between adults, and 

between adults and learners who are not from the same household. 
• Maintaining provision for key workers and vulnerable young people. 
• Continuing to ensure daily registration / check in arrangements for every 

learner. 
• Maximising face to face teaching for learners. 
• Ensuring that on-line learning can continue to be supported in a 

sustainable way. 
• Ensuring that all learners in the BGE attend school for a minimum of 1 day 

each week prior to the Easter break.  
• Give priority to learners in the Senior Phase by ensuring all attend school 

for a minimum block of 5 days prior to the Easter break. 
• Delivering a model of consecutive days of in-school provision for senior 

phase learners in order to reduce the footfall of young people moving 
through the school building each week and to enable continuity and 
progression in learning for young people undertaking National 
Qualifications. 

• Support a coherent approach to promoting the health and wellbeing of 
young people with a specific focus mental and physical wellbeing. 

• Enable Pupil Support Teams to maximise the opportunity for additional 
targeted in-school interventions with a specific focus on learners in the 
BGE.  

• Maximising enhanced in-school provision for young people who may 
struggle with the transition back to school (S1 – S6) and those who require 
access to practical facilities to support certification. 

• Staggered arrival / departure times. 
 

3. Whether any school building capital projects have been delayed as a 
result of the pandemic.   
 
There were some on site delays to small scale projects with reasons 
attributed ranging from manufacturing delays to COVID specific safety 
measures restricting onsite access to conduct works. Some delay to 
construction of a new shared campus.  
 



 
The Committee would also welcome any other comments you have to make on 
the impact of COIVD -19 on school education, including the following: 
 

4. What will be the immediate priorities as pupils return to in – school 
learning? 
 
• Identify children/young people with immediate needs and to continue to 

monitor this in the months post school return.  Children and young people 
who may traditionally not have been seen as vulnerable may well have 
been significantly affected by the pandemic.   

• Plan agile personalised curriculum content to support well being, learning 
and attainment. 

• Adaptation of curriculum pace and balance in the BGE. High level focus 
on the Four Capacities.  

• Provision of increased social opportunities to be created within the school 
particularly as a physical distancing policy remains.  

• Provision of a range of supports for staff as a matter of course for all staff 
alongside what support might be necessary on a more individualised way 
as the long-term impact of the pandemic is still to be assessed. 

• Monitor workload implications of blended provision and the new 
assessment arrangements/ 

• Reflect on and celebrate the achievements in educational provision during 
remote learning and how we can build on these.  

• Maintenance and recovery planning with schools for session 2021/22. 
 

5. How and when does the local authority plan to assess impact of 
pandemic on learning and wellbeing?  

 
• Local authority impact review (Phase One: March – April); (Phase Two: 

August -October); 
• Evaluative exercise using quality indicators by schools and local authority 

(April); 
• Tracking and monitoring dialogue as part of local authority quality 

assurance calendar (April, May); 
• Interim predictions submissions to local authority for BGE and Senior 

Phase (April); 
• 1:1 dialogue between head teachers, link Education Officer and 

Attainment Advisor to inform planning focused areas of recovery for local 
authority and school improvement (January – June). 

• Local authority online well being pupil survey (April).  
 

6. Does the local authority anticipate providing additional activities, 
learning opportunities for wellbeing supports for pupils? If so, please 
provide examples: 

 
• WDC Back to the Future Pupil Conference and Showcase:  celebration of 

inter disciplinary projects delivered in all schools focussing on learning for 
sustainability in the context of the current circumstances. Mixture of live 
performances in local beauty spots, film shows, pupil presentations.  



• WDC Summer Holiday Programme: across 10 geographical areas 
provision of activities ranging from art, fitness and sport, dance, field study.  

 


